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19  0  3. 


Vital  and  Mortal  Statistics  for  the  Year 

1903. 


1903. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Great 

Towns. 

(76) 

Smaller 

Towns. 

(103) 

England 
&  Wales 
less  the 
179towns 

Swinton 

BIRTH-RATE  - 

28*4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

37-0 

DEATH-RATE  - 

15‘4 

16-3 

14-6 

14-8 

14-5 

Zvmotic  Death- 
«/ 

rate 

1*46 

1-89 

1-41 

1-08 

1-63 

Infantile  Mortality 
(per  1,000  births) 

132 

144 

133 

118 

165 

It  may  be  noted  that  both  the  Birth-Rate  and  the  Death-Rate 
are  lower  than  ever  previously  recorded  for  England 
and  Wales, 


Svilwlou  Ikbau  histoid  Council. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  I  now  present  you  with  the 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1903. 

The  mortal  statistics  are  lower  than  they  have  been  for 
at  least  fifteen  years  ;  there  has  been  no  epidemic 
during  the  yeart  and  the  number  of  notifiable  cases 
has  been  much  smaller  than  usual.  The  Village  of 
Kilnhurst  has  been  especially  free  from  zymotic 
diseases.  The  chief  incidence  of  both  mortality  and 
sickness  has  been  in  the  side  streets  off*  the 
Mexborough  end  of  Wath  Road. 

The  marked  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  inhabitants 
living  in  certain  small  areas  and  yards  where  you 
have  urged  sanitary  reforms  during  the  last  few  years 
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should  stimulate  determined  and  energetic  action  as 
regards  the  paving  of  back  yards,  the  conversion 
of  deep,  uncovered  privy  middens  into  W.C.’s  and 
portable  dust  bins,  and  the  more  frequent  emptying 
of  all  privy  middens. 


The  Population,  calculated  to  the  middle  of  last  year, 
was  12,866.  No  new  houses  having  been  built  of  late  years  in 
the  Kilnhurst  portion  of  your  district,  the  chief  increase  is  in  the 
northern  half  of  the  area. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  478. — 
224  males,  254  females ;  the  number  of  illegimate  births  was  18. 
The  birth-rate  was  37'0.  This  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  recorded 
for  many  years.  The  average  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  was 

40. 


The  Deaths  registered  for  all  causes  was  188. — 92  males, 
96  females,  the  rate  being  14-5.  The  mean  death-rate  for  the  last 
10  years  has  been  17'3.  The  number  of  uncertified  deaths  was  7. 

» 

Infantile  Mortality.— The  number  of  infants  dying 
under  12  months  of  age  was  79,  the  rate  being  165  per  1,000  of 
the  infants  born  during  the  year.  This  death-rate  during  the  last 
ten  years  shews  a  mean  of  174  per  1,000  of  the  births. 

In  my  previous  annual,  and  ocasionally  in  my  monthly 
reports,  I  have  pointed  out  that  several  factors  contribute  to  the 
undue  loss  of  life  amongst  the  infants  ;  the  conditions  under 
which  many  are  reared  are  such,  that  one  is  surprised  that  this 
death-rate  is  not  larger,  although  all  the  necessaries  of  life  are 
usually  present.  Amongst  those  who  manage  to  struggle  through 
the  first  twelve  months  of  life,  the  bad  start  imposes  a  handicap 
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which  is  felt  through  all  the  working  years  and  ends  in  premature 
old  age.  The  remedies  under  your  control  which  I  would  recom¬ 
mend,  besides  general  improved  sanitation  within  and  without 
the  homes,  are  educational,  and  a  more  stringent  supervision 
over  the  various  milk  supplies  sold  within  the  district. 

In  order  to  dispel  ignorance,  the  Registrar  of  births  from 
time  to  time  distributes  leaflets,  which  I  have  drawn  up  on  the 
rearing  of  children,  to  all  the  mothers  who  come  before  him.  T 
would  suggest,  however,  a  further  step,  that  is  to  appoint 
women  health  visitors.  No  doubt  those  appointed  would  be 
obliged  to  do  the  work  voluntarily.  The  most  suitable  women  are 
one  or  more  School  Mistresses  drawn  from  each  of  the  Elementary 
Schools  within  the  district.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  would,  no  doubt,  willingly  give  them  a 
practical  training. 


SPECIAL  DISEASES. 

Tubercular  Diseases. — 11  deaths  from  these  insidious 
and  fatal  diseases  occurred  during  the  year,  including  5  from 
Phthisis  or  Consumption.  In  no  other  annual  report  has  so 
small  a  number  of  Consumptive  deaths  been  recorded  in  your 
district  ;  if  the  case/"  and  death  rates  of  this  disease  is  to  be 
kept  low  the  public  must  know  that  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the 
transmission  of  the  disease  from  man  to  man. 

Notices  as  to  the  spitting  nuisance  have  been  distributed 
through  the  district ;  the  voluntary  notification  of  the  disease  is 
in  force  but  is  not  made  use  of  by  the  medical  practitioners. 
When  a  death  takes  place  the  offer  to  disinfect  the  room. is  usually 
accepted  and  the  instructions  as  to  the  burning  of  tubercle 
laden  sputum  carried  out ;  but  the  great  value  of  fresh  air  within 
doors  is  seldom  really  recognised,  builders  are  not  encouraged 


'l 


8 


* 


to  introduce  ventilators,  and  one  seldom  sees  the  bedroom  window 
of  the  working  man  open  at  night,  even  during  the  summer;  and, 
if  at  all,  very  cautiously  during  the  day. 

A  Sanatorium  for  Consumptives,  or  rather  a  possible  bed 
in  one,  has  on  one  or  two  occasions  been  mentioned  at  your 
meetings ;  it  is  to  be  clearly  held  in  mind  that  these  buildings 
are  primarily  intended  for  treatment,  but  if  the  disease  is  looked 
upon  as  infectious,  which  no  doubt  under  favourable  conditions  it 
is,  then  the  most  practical  method  of  keeping  it  under  control  is 
to  add  suitable  bungalows  to  your  already  existing  joint  infectious 
hospital. 


Diarrhoea. — No  less  than  14  deaths  were  certified  as 
dying  from  diarrhoea  and  18  from  enteritis ;  this  is  disappointing, 
as  one  hoped  the  wet  and  cool  summer  would  have  checked  the 
spread  of  these  diseases.  In  1902  no  death  was  certified  as  dying 
from  diarrhoea,  and  only  11  from  enteritis.  The  first  cases  com¬ 
menced  in  June  and  the  disease  continued  until  the  cold  weather 
in  November.  Two  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  Kilnhurst  and  the 
remainder  were  scattered  throughout  Swinton,  but  the  largest 
number  of  cases  apparently  took  place  in  the  side  streets  off 
Wath  Road.  I  have  in  my  previous  reports  mentioned  that  these 
diseases  are  lessened  by  frequent  attention  to  the  privy  middens 
of  the  more  thickly  populated  parts,  by  the  cleansing  of  street 
and  house  gullies,  and  by  the  supervision  of  milk  supplies. 

Small  Pox. — Four  cases  of  this  disease  with  one  death 
occurred  during  the  year.  It  was  twice  introduced  into  the 
district,  and  probably  would  have  been  confined  to  two  single 
cases  had  not  the  father  of  the  fatal  case  taken  advantage  of  the 
“conscience”  clause  and  then  deceived  your  Officers  as  to  the 
existence  of  the  infant. 

Measles. — This  disease  was  entirely  absent  from  the 
district  during  the  year. 


9 


Diphtheria. — During  the  end  of  the  year  this  disease 
threatened  to  become  epidemic.  It  is  chiefly  spread  through 
schools  by  means  of  personal  infection  together  with  sanitary 
defects.  Your  Inspector  and  myself,  with  these  causes  in  view, 
visited  the  Swinton  National  School  on  two  or  three  occasions. 
We  excluded  children  who  might  be  carriers  of  the  disease,  had 
defective  portions  of  the  drainage  remedied,  and  thoroughly 
disinfected  the  infant  department. 

The  County  Council’s  Bacteriologist  examined  several 
specimens  where  doubt  existed ;  he  in  his  last  report  very  properly 
remarks  how  adults  engaged  in  teaching  with  a  slight  throat 
affection  may  be  the  cause  of  conveying  this  disease  to  severa 
susceptible  children. 

Catarrhal  Ophthalmia. — This  disease  of  the  eye  is 
assuming  almost  an  epidemic  character  in  Kilnhurst,  the  children 
who  are  suffering  should  be  excluded  from  school. 

Alcoholism. — No  death  was  certified  as  due  to  this  cause; 
yet,  independent  of  drunkenness,  the  too  frequent  sipping  and 
drug  taking  habits,  more  especially  amongst  women,  cause  both 
directly  and  indirectly  several  deaths  every  year ;  here  again 
fresh  air  in  the  house  and  sound  nutritious  foods  will  tend  to 
hinder  an  increase  of  those  conditions  which  are  so  pernicious  to 
the  quality  of  the  physique  and  mental  capacity  of  the  succeed¬ 
ing  generations. 

REPORT  ON  WORKSHOPS. 

Twenty-one  workshops  are  on  the  Register,  employing 
about  seventy  persons.  There  are  no  outworkers. 

Since  last  year  one  workshop  has,  on  my  recommendation, 
been  properly  ventilated,  and  another  has  had  the  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  improved.  In  four  cases  ventilation  remains  deficient. 
A  notice  as  to  the  employment  of  young  women  was  sent  to  the 
Inspector  of  Factories  in  one  case. 
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Hospitals. — 24  Patients  were  removed  to  infectious 
hospitals  during  the  year,  namely,  20  to  Wath  Wood  and  four  to 
Hoober.  Two  of  the  cases  ended  fatally,  the  remainder  made 
good  recoveries. 

Water  Supply. — At  the  season  of  the  year  when  usually 
the  shortage  of  water  is  most  felt  there  was  sufficient  rain-fall  to 
make  a  marked  increase  in  the  supply  and  to  lessen  the  fears  of  an 
autumn  water  famine. 

All  calculations  as  to  the  quantity  required  for  your 
district  should  have,  at  least,  fifteen  gallons  per  head  per  day  for 
a  basis,  this  will  probably  cover  all  unpreventahle  waste. 

The  springs  in  and  near  Spring  Yard  are  liable  to  pollution, 
they  should  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Council  if  they  are  to  be 
continued  as  part  of  the  public  supply.  You  have  determined  to 
discontinue  the  use  of  the  Old  Town’s  Well  for  domestic  purposes, 
it  should  be  entirely  done  away  with. 

Milk  Supply. — Milk  is  derived  from  the  cowsheds  within 
your  district,  from  various  sources  without  your  district,  and  from 
factories  in  the  form  of  tinned  milk. 

The  cowsheds  and  dairies  within  your  district  are  under 
the  regulations  of  the  Dairies  Order  framed  by  you  in  1900. 
Unfortunately  the  prevailing  customs  in  your  district  as  regards 
cleanliness,  or  rather  the  lack  of  it,  are  the  same  as  may  be  found 
in  almost  every  similar  district  in  Yorkshire ;  it  is  true  some 
structural  improvements  are  made  almost  after  every  inspection,  yet 
the  general  conditions  of  the  sheds,  dairies,  and  mode  of  distribution 
of  the  milk  are  almost  hopelessly  behind  the  ideal.  This  is  an 
important  matter  considering  an  intimate  relation  exists  between 
milk  and  disease,  especially  during  the  summer  months.  Simple 
and  well  known  precautions  mentioned  in  your  regulations,  such 
as  the  cleansing  of  the  cow’s  udder  and  of  the  milker’s  hands, 
are  seldom  or  carelessly  performed.  Such  a  thing  as  a  purveyor 
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wearing  a  clean  smock  is  never  seen,  the  consequence  is  the 
milk  is  contaminated  with  almost  every  manner  of  dirt  and  dust 
which  also  means  the  introduction  of  minute  fungi,  some  of  which 
are  harmful,  more  especially  in  the  summer  when  heat  makes  the 
putrefactive  forms  very  active.  I  recommend  that  samples  of  milk, 
more  especially  those  sold  within  but  produced  outside  the  district, 
be  frequently  taken  and  sent  to  the  County  Analyst,  and  that 
cowkeepers  be  encouraged  to  follow  out  your  regulations  by  means 
of  certificates,  the  certificate  being  granted  to  any  cowkeeper  who 
strictly  carries  out  your  regulations  and  so  long  as  he  supplies  a 
first-rate  milk. 

It  is  worth  while  noting  that  practical  dairymen  who 
carry  on  their  establishments  on  scientifically  clean  lines,  state,  that 
their  expenses  do  not  exceed  the  ordinary  dairy  farmer. 

Recreation  Grounds. — In  addition  to  the  two  grounds 
you  have  provided  for  the  people,  something  in  the  way  of  play 
grounds  is  required  for  the  very  small  children,  more  especially  for 
those  living  in  and  around  Roman  Terrace.  I  would  suggest  that 
large  wooden  doors,  sufficiently  protected  by  roofing,  be  placed 
in  the  sunny  corners  of  the  school  yards,  and  that  means  be 
provided  for  sand  digging  and  other  suitable  apparatus  for  infants. 
During  school  hours  these  recreation  floors  will  afford  the  young 
children  the  change  of  air,  which  is  so  necessary  for  their  health,  in 
all  states  of  the  weather,  and  also  nature’s  beneficial  counteracting 
powers  against  nerve  and  muscle  fatigue.  Probably  nature,  steered 
by  the  healthy  well  trained  mistress,  should  teach  nearly  every 
lesson  up  to  six  or  seven  years  of  age. 


INSPECTIONS. 

The  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  systematically  made 
during  the  year,  although  more  particular  attention  has  been  paid  to 
houses  where  infectious  diseases  had  been  notified. 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  you  are  determined  to  enforce 
your  byelaws  as  regards  the  paving  at  the  immediate  rear  of  houses, 
this  is  a  very  important  sanitary  requirement.  I  have  often  drawn 
your  attention  to  your  two  byelaws,  one  for  the  purpose  of 
remedying  the  sanitary  condition  of  any  house,  and  the  other 
demanding  that  at  the  time  of  the  erection  of  any  new  house,  at 
least  150  square  feet  adjoining  the  rear  wall  shah  be  paved. 
Many  complaints  as  to  the  state  of  the  privy  middens 
have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  not  without  reason.  A 
weekly  clearance  in  the  more  thickly  populated  parts  such  as 
Roman  Terrace  should  be  aimed  at. 

Mr.  Fowler  reports  that  73  houses  were  built  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  85  in  1902. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  formation  of  new  slums,  the 
crowding  of  houses  on  to  small  spaces  with  nests  of  privy 
middens  should  be  discouraged  ;  too  often  it  is  obvious  by  the 
manner  in  which  drains  are  laid  that  the  circulation  of  ground  air 
is  not  taken  into  consideration. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDGAR  ENGLISH,  M.D. 


January  27th,  1904. 
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TABLE  I. 

SHEWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  REGISTERED  CAUSES  OF 
DEATH  OCCURRING  DURING  1903,  AT  SUBJOINED 
AGES. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1 
year. 

1  and 
Under  5. 

5=15. 

15=25. 

25=65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Small  Pox  . 

1 

1 

Measles  . . . 

0 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

0 

BBS 

Scarlet  Fever . 

0 

*  *  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

BBS 

Whooping  Cough . 

3 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

BBS 

Diphtheria  . 

3 

*  *  * 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

SB* 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  . 

1 

•  • » 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

BBS 

Epidemic  Influenza  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

i 

•  •  • 

BBS 

Enteritis . 

18 

12 

5 

•  •  e 

1 

B  B  « 

Diarrhoea  . 

14 

10 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Puerperal  Fever . 

0 

•  •  • 

*  *  # 

*  *  * 

*  *  • 

BBS 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

*  *  * 

*  *  * 

•  •  • 

*  *  * 

1 

Phthisis  . 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

l 

3 

BBS 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

6 

2 

1 

1 

l 

1 

... 

Cancer . 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

l 

1 

Bronchitis  . 

12 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

5 

Pneumonia . 

26 

8 

14 

1 

l 

L 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Lungs 

0 

•  •  • 

*  *  * 

B  •  • 

B  •  • 

B  •  • 

SB* 

Alcoholism . 

0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

SB* 

b  b  a 

Premature  Birth  . 

8 

8 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Heart  Diseases . 

9 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

4 

4 

Accidents  . 

8 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

5 

•  *  * 

Suicides  . 

0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

SB* 

BBS 

Parturition . 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

B  B  * 

All  other  causes  . 

60 

26 

7 

0 

0 

11 

16 

14 


TABLE  II. 

SHEWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1903,  AT  SUB¬ 
JOINED  AGES. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

At  all 
ages. 

Under  1 
year. 

in 

ii 

5-15. 

15  25. 

25=65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Small  Pox  . 

4 

... 

i 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

Cholera  . 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

Diphtheria  . 

23 

•  •  • 

4 

14 

1 

4 

Erysipelas  . 

12 

. . . 

1 

1 

8 

2 

Scarlet  Fever . 

15 

•  •  • 

5 

9 

1 

•  •  • 

Typhus  Fever  . 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever 

5 

... 

... 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever . 

0 

... 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Plague . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 
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INSPECTOR’S  WORK. 


Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c. 

Number. 

Registered. 

Inspections. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

None. 

Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

10 

67 

Slaughter  Houses  . 

15 

74 

Cowsheds  . 

14 

41 

Workshops . . 

21 

32 

Offensive  Trade . 

None. 

NUISANCES. 


Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1902 . 

At  close  of  1903  . 

Reported  during  1903  . .  . 

Abated  during  1903  . 

Total  No.  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  abatement  of 

Nuisances  during  1903 . 

No.  of  Sink  Wastes  trapped  during  1903  . 

No.  of  Closets  Newly-Constructed . 

No.  of  ,,  Reconstructed  . 

46  New  Privies  and  28  New  W.C.’s;  2  Privies  converted 
into  W.C.’s  and  2  Rebuilt. 


10 

3 

91 

98 

71 

2 

74 
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SWINTON  AND  PENDLEBURY  URBAN 
SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


ANNDAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND  THE 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


1903. 


SWINTON  AND  PENDLEBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1903. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

! 

Gentlemen, 

During  the  past  year  a  total  of  922  births  and  467  deaths 
was  registered  as  belonging  to  the  district,  distributed  in  the 
various  localities  as  follows  :  — 


Swinton . 

....476.- 

—North  Ward,  257  (M.  136. 

F.  121) 

Pendleburv  .. 

....446. 

South  Ward,  219  (M.  120. 

F.  991 

Total  . 

....922. 

West  Ward,  249  (M.  124. 

F.  125) 

East  Ward,  197  (M.  112. 

F.  85) 

The  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  localities:  — 


North. 

South. 

West. 

East. 

Total. 

1 .  In  the  District  .  131 

83 

130 

95 

436 

2.  Pendlebury  Children’s  Hospital. 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3.  (  Hope  Hospital . 

.  .  . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

4.  <  Lady  well  Sanatorium .  1 

.  .  • 

1 

1 

3 

5.  «2  (  Royal  Hospital .  3 

1 

4 

6.  Manchester  District . 

1 

1 

7.  Eccles  do . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

8.  Clifton  do . 

»  •  • 

1 

1 

9.  Barton  Union  Workhouse  .  4 

8 

12 

10.  Borough  of  Blackpool  . 

1 

... 

1 

139 

95 

' 

134 

99 

467 

as  compared  with  a  net  total  in  1902  of  508. 


4 


It  must  be  noted  that  the  deaths  occurring  in  the  various 
institutions  and  places  mentioned  above  have  been  duly  appor¬ 
tioned,  as  regards  the  several  diseases  to  which  they  were  referable, 
to  the  four  respective  wards  of  the  district,  as  set  forth  in  columns 
9-12  of  the  appended  Local  Government  Board  Table  (IV.). 

The  number  of  deaths  belonging  to,  but  occurring  outside,  the 
district,  was  28,  as  compared  with  62  in  the  previous  year  ;  those 
at  the  three  Salford  institutions  (Ladywell,  Hope,  and  the  Royal 
Hospital)  being  8,  as  compared  with  38  in  1902. 


Table  of  Population  and  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for 
Separate  Localities,  1903. 


Whole 

District. 

iz; 

o 

H 

g 

m 

Penblebury. 

North 

Ward. 

South 

Ward. 

West 

Ward. 

East 

Ward. 

Estimated  Population,  \ 
middle  of  1903 .  ) 

28,000 

15,300 

12,700 

7,700 

7,600 

7,400 

5,300 

Birth  Rates  (per  1,000  living) 

32-91 

31-11 

35-11 

33-33 

28-81 

33-62 

37-17 

Death  Rates  do.  (corrected) 

16-67 

15-29 

18-34 

18-05 

12-5 

18-10 

18-67 

Infant  Death  Rates  (per  ) 
1,000  Births) . f 

156-18 

115-54 

199-55 

105-05 

127-85 

208-83 

187-81 

^Zymotic  Rates . 

1-67 

1-56 

1-81 

1-55 

1-57 

1-62 

2-07 

t Respiratory  Rates  . 

4-92 

4-50 

5-43 

5-06 

3-94 

7-16 

3-01 

Deaths  under  One  Year  .... 

144 

55 

89 

27  28 

52 

37 

*  Small  Pox,  Measles.  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  Whooping  Cough, 
Enteric  Fever  and  Diarrhoea. 


f  Phthisis,  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Pleurisy,  and  other  inflammatory  diseases  of 
the  Lungs. 

I  have  received  information  from  the  Surveyor  and  Collector 
which  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  the  population  figures  upon 
whidh  I  have  been  working  in  calculating  the  birth  and  death 
rates  for  the  -two  years  since  the  Census  returns  were  published 
have  been  under-estimated. 

The  census  figures  of  1901  gave  a  district  population  of  27,005, 
inclusive  of  737  at  Swinton  Schools,  which  are,  of  course,  not 
available  for  statistical  purposes.  Deducting  this  number  there 
was  a  total  of  26,268. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  houses  built  and 
inhabited  for  the  years  1901-2-3  :  — 


1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

Populat 

North  Ward . 

.  17 

4 

12  = 

33 

( 

X 

5  =  165) 

South  Ward . 

.  70 

34 

26  =r 

130 

( 

X 

5  -  650) 

West  Ward  . 

.  43 

18 

16  = 

77 

( 

X 

5  =  385) 

East  Ward . 

.  36 

91 

41  = 

168 

( 

X 

5  =  840) 

Total . 

.  166 

147 

95  = 

408 

( 

X 

5  =  2040) 

Allowing  five  persons  to  a  dwelling  (which  was  the  actual  figure 
at  the  Census  1901,  and  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  average),  we  have 
27,005  +  2,040  =  29,045.  Deducting  about  700  as  the  schools 
population,  we  have,  at  the  close  of  1903  a  nett  total  of  28,345.  As, 
however,  the  figures  have  to  be  given  for  the  middle  of  the  year, 
I  think  our  nett  population  for  the  district  to  that  period  may 
be  fairly  stated  as  28,000 — allotted  to  the  several  wards  as  under: 


North  Ward 
South  do. 
West  do. 
East  do. 


Census,  1901. 

7,578 

*7,689 

7,124 

4,614 


Close  of  1903. 

7,743 

*8,339 

7,509 

5,454 


Middle  of  1903. 

.  7,700 

.  +7,600 
.  7,400 

.  5,300 


27,005  29,045  28,000 

mm— —mam*  m—maa—rn  ■  ,  *  ruTTirniirw  l■l■llll 

*  Inclusive  of  737— in  every  year  a  variable  quantity — at  Swinton  Schools. 

t  Exclusive  of  the  Schools. 


Mr.  Allen  (the  Collector)  informs  me  that  the  total  number  of 
inhabited  houses  in  the  district  at  the  close  of  1903  was  5,840. 
That  number,  according  to  the  above-named  basis  of  calculation, 
gives  a  population  of  29,200,  but  deducting  the  schools  population 
and  allowing  for  the  middle  instead  of  the  close  of  the  year,  the 
nett  result  appears  as  I  have  tabulated.  These  corrected  figures 
will,  obviously,  make  a  material  difference  in  calculating  the 
birth  and  death  rates.  This  increase  of  population  is  most 
noticeable  in  South  and  East  Wards,  in  the  latter  of  which  there 
has  been  by  far  the  greatest  number  of  houses  erected,  especially 
during  the  y^rs  1902-3. 

An  examination  of  the  Table  of  Vital  Statistics  shows  that 
whereas  the  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  but  a  fraction  above  the 
10  years’  average  1893-1902,  the  general  death  rate  is  materially 
lower  than  that  period,  being  as  16'67  to  18'2.  South  Ward,  as 
on  many  previous  occasions,  shows  by  far  the  lowest  figure,  whilst 
all  the  other  wards  are  but  fractionally  separated,  there  being  a 
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difference  of  3  per  1,000  as  between  Swinton  and  Pendleburv. 
Some  of  the  probable  reasons  for  this  persistent  discrepancy  will 
be  discussed  as  I  proceed. 

Subjoined  is  a  comparative  table  showing  the  birth  and  death 
rates  in  the  various  wards  from  1898  to  1903  :  — 


1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

Six 

Years 

Average. 

North. 

Birth  . 

33-6 

32-6 

31-2 

31-9 

33-8 

33-3 

32-8 

Death  . 

15-9 

17T2 

19-5 

19' 

17-10 

18-05 

17-8 

South. 

Birth  . 

26*5 

24-8 

20-8 

27-3 

27-6 

28-8 

25-9 

Death  . 

12-2 

14-5 

16‘9 

15-8 

18-4 

12-5 

15-01 

West. 

Birth  . 

33-g 

33-7 

31-4 

32-1 

37- 

33-6 

33-7 

Death  . 

18-3 

19-5 

23-2 

21-7 

29-9 

1810 

20-4 

East. 

Birth  . 

31T 

33-84 

321 

31-8 

40- 

37T7 

34-3 

Death  . 

21 '8 

18-4 

22-8  ■ 

22-1 

18-08 

18-6 

20-3 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  both  East  and  West  Wards  are  well 
below  the  six  years’  average  ;  so,  also,  is  the  South  Ward,  whilst 
North  Ward  shows  but  a  slight  advance  on  that  average. 

A  very  marked  falling  off  is  shown  in  the  zymotic  death  rate 
in  all  the  wards,  and  this  is  a  matter  upon  which  the  district  may 
very  well  be  congratulated.  For  the  purpose  of  comparison  with 
the  previous  five  years,  I  append  the  subjoined  table  of  the 


Zymotic  Hates  for  the  Six  Years  1898-1903. 


1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

Average 

5  years 
189S-1902 

North  . 

2-29 

4-42 

4-5 

4  09 

2-50 

1-55 

3 -5 

South  . 

2-40 

271 

3-0 

2-86 

3-24 

1-57 

2-8 

West  — . 

2-67 

2-58 

5'5 

4-91 

4-16 

1-62 

3-2 

East . 

1-36 

1-38 

3-6 

4-33 

4-25 

2-07 

2-9 

We  shall  have  to  go  back  to  more  remote  years  than  I  can  recall 
in  an  official  sense  to  find  anything  like  a  parallel  to  this  very 
satisfactorv  condition  of  things. 

Taking  next  in  order  the  infant  death  rate,  I  am  sorry  to  report 
a  rather  higher  general  rate  than  in  1902,  but  on  the  whole  there 


7 


is  subject  matter  for  congratulation  in  the  fact  that  not  only  are 
the  Swinton  Wards  much  lower  than  in  the  former  year,  but  that 
these  are  both  very  much  below  the  five  years’  average  of  1898  to 
1902 — that  of  the  North  Ward  being  105  against  185,  and  that  of 
the  South  Ward  127‘8  per  1,000  births,  as  against  the  quinquennial 
average  of  173’1. 

The  rates  for  the  Pendlebury  Wards  are  very  considerably 
higher  than  for  1902  ;  that  for  the  West  Ward  being  a  little  in 
excess  of  the  five  years’  average,  and  that  for  East  Ward  slightly 
lower. 


Table  Showing  Comparative  Infant  Death  Rates, 

1898-1902. 


1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1802 

5  years 
Average 

1903 

North  ... 

1887 

195-4 

156-2 

260 

124-5 

181-5 

105 

South . 

1587 

174-1 

185-1 

179 

169 

173-1 

127-8 

West . 

208-3 

2177 

215-1 

205 

154  1 

200-1 

208-8 

East  . 

218-9 

175-3 

225-1 

190 

138-3 

189-5 

187-8 

The  general  death  rate  from  diseases  of  the  lungs  was,  as  will  be 
seen  from  my  first  general  table,  4'92  per  1,000,  and  varied  from  301 
in  East  Ward  to  7'01  per  1,000  in  West  Ward.  That  for  Swinton  was 
4'50  and  that  for  Pendlebury  5'43  per  1,000. That  even  these  rates 
compare  not  unfavourably  with  the  quinquennial  average  of  1898 
to  1902,  so  far  as  the  Swinton  Wards  are  concerned,  will  be  seen 
in  the  following  comparative  table  of 


Death-Rates  from  Respiratory  Diseases,  1898-1902. 


1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

5  years’ 
Average 

1903 

North  ... 

3-91 

4-5 

61 

5-14 

5-26 

4-91 

5  06 

South  ... 

3-46 

3-58 

5-1 

2-86 

4-15 

3-8 

3-94 

West  . 

4-08 

5-15 

6-9 

5-89 

8-0 

5-8 

7-16 

East  . 

7  04 

6-15 

7-0 

4  76 

5-10 

6-1 

3-01 

The  chief  difference  observable  is,  of  course,  in  the  West  and 
East  Wards,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  point  out  later  -  on  in  my 
report  some  of  the  causes  which,  in  my  opinion,  contribute  to  this 
large  mortality  under  both  of  the  two  tables  of  rates  I  have  placed 
before  you. 


% 
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I  now  pass  on  to  the  question  of  infectious  disease. 

Smallpox. — Six  cases  have  occurred  in  the  district  during 
the  year,  and  this,  considering  the  position  in  which  our  district 
stands  with  regard  to  places  like  Salford,  Farn worth,  Bolton,  and 
other  neighbouring  towns,  and  the  facilities  thereby  afforded  for 
propagating  the  disease  among  a  centrally  situated  community 
such  as  ours,  must  be  looked  upon  as  most  satisfactory.  There 
appears  little  reason  to  doubt  that  the  disease  was  first  introduced 
into  the  district  whilst  the  new  tram  lines  were  being  laid  down, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  two  of  the  cases  were  those  of  actual 

tram-line  workers.  The  most  effective  means  were  taken  to 
isolate  the  cases  until  removal  to  hospital  could  be  carried  out, 
and  the  officials  of  the  sanitary  department,  under  Mr.  Bleackley’s 
direction,  worked  hard  night  and  day,  both  as  regards  the  removal 
of  the  cases  and  in  seeing  that  “  contacts  ”  were  effectually 
quarantined  in  order  to  prevent  any  possible  further  spread  of  the 
disease.  The  means  taken  with  this  object  were,  no  doubt,  a 
source  of  some  inconvenience  at  the  time,  but  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  Council  and  its  officials  would  have  incurred  a 
most  terrible  responsibility  had  they  failed  to  act  promptly  in  the 
public  interest,  and  I  wish  to  state,  in  the  strongest  way,  that  the 
public  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  every  member  of  the  Council 
for  the  very  active  interest  taken  in  supporting  the  Sanitary 
Department  by  every  means  in  its  power.  Had  it  not  been  for 
these  efforts  there  can  be  little  doubt  we  should  have  had  a  far 
greater  number  of  cases  to  deal  with,  and  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  our  then  surroundings  I  think  the  district  may  well 
congratulate  itself  on  having  escaped  greater  peril.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  this  subject  it  is  only  right  to  say  that  the  beneficial 
effects  of  vaccination  and  re-vaccination,  which  was  assiduously 
carried  out  both  by  the  Public  Vaccinators  of  the  district  and  by 
private  medical  men,  had  no  small  share  in  contributing  to  the 
checking  and  control  of  the  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  reported 
throughout  the  district  was  298,  as  compared  with  373  for  1902, 
176  for  1901,  and  219  for  1900.  Twenty-six  cases  were  removed  for 
treatment  to  Ladywell  Sanatorium,  and  the  deaths  were  eight  in 
number.  The  largest  proportion  of  the  cases  occurred  in  West, 
East,  and  North  Wards  (in  the  order  named),  the  numbers  for 
these  wards  being  93,  86,  and  74  respectively. 
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Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — There  was  a  very 
marked  diminution  in  this  disease  during  the  year,  the  cases  being 
80 — 2,  as  compared  with  221 — 4  for  1902,  147 — 3  for  1901,  and 
104 — 9  for  1900.  Five  cases  were  treated  in  Ladywell  Sanatorium, 
and  altogether  from  the  two  diseases  the  deaths  numbered  11  (6 
of  them  belonging  to  North  Ward). 

Measles. — From  this  disease  a  total  of  6  deaths  occurred,  but 
there  has  not  been  anything  like  the  prevalence  of  one  or  two 
previous  years. 

Whooping  Cough. — From  this  disease,  frequently  of  so  fatal  a 
nature,  one  death  only  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
As  no  death  occurred  in  1902,  this  may  be  considered  very  satis¬ 
factory,  when  it  is  noted  that  for  the  years  1901,  1900,  1899,  1898, 
the  deaths  numbered  respectively  15,  12,  7,  and  15. 

Enteric  Fever. — During  the  year  there  were  33  cases,  with  6 
deaths,  as  compared  with  37 — 12  in  1902,  78 — 16  in  1901,  46 — 7 
in  1900,  78—13  in  1899,  and  123 — 7  in  1898.  There  was  therefore 
a  very  marked  improvement  in  both  1902  and  1903  as  compared 
with  the  previous  named  years.  The  number  of  cases  for  each 
ward  was — North,  6  ;  South,  10  ;  West,  13  ;  East,  4  ;  and  the 
deaths  therefrom — North,  3  ;  South,  2  ;  West,  1.  Three  cases 
were  treated  in  Ladywell  Sanatorium,  and  one  died  there. 

On  the  general  question  of  infectious  disease,  I  may  say  that 
during  October  there  was  the  lowest  number  of  cases  recorded 
since  1901.  Undoubtedly  the  spread  of  this  form  of  disease  has 
in  former  years  been  largely  due  to  a  gross  neglect  of  the  most 
ordinary  precautions  on  the  part  of  parents,  amounting  in  some 
cases  to  absolute  criminality.  Nowadays  even  the  most  careless 
and  ill-informed  are  well  aware  of  the  evil  consequences  likely  to 
ensue  both  to  themselves  and  others  by  the  omission  of  such 
precautions,  and  during  the  months  of  April  and  August  two  very 
flagrant  cases  were  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Council.  I 
am  pleased  to  note  that  the  members  of  the  Council  have  recently 
adopted  the  recommendation  of  their  Sub-committee  in  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  assistant  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  result  has 
been  seen  in  the  greatly  increased  number  of  inspections,  which, 
with  more  effective  surveillance,  and  frequent  and  persistent 
visitation  of  individual  cases,  is  gradually  but  surely  having  a 
good  effect  throughout  the  district.  During  the  year  there  were 
185  privy  middens  converted  to  water-closets,  and  that  this  is  a 
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most  important  step  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  wherever  the 
latter  system  is  in  vogue  there  do  we  find  a  considerably  smaller 
percentage  of  infectious  disease.  In  proof  of  this  I  need  only 
refer  to  one  instance,  viz.,  the  block  of  dwellings  forming  Burton, 
Peers,  and  Maurice  Streets  in  the  West  Ward,  where  it  is 
extremely  rare  to  find  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring. 
Again,  the  gradual  abolition  of  the  abnormally  large  ashpits  is 
proving  a  very  wise  step,  and  the  provision  of  ashbins  is  also 
likely  to  be  followed  by  the  most  useful  results  in  lessening  the 
opportunities  for  the  spread  of  infection. 

In  1903  Diarrhoea  (technically  known  under  the  heads  of 
“  Zymotic  Enteritis,”  “  Epidemic  Enteritis,”  or  more  commonly 
known  under  the  name  of  “  summer  ”  Diarrhoea)  caused  15  deaths — - 
6  in  South  Ward.  This  is  the  lowest  recorded  total  since  1898, 
the  figures  being  :  1898,  28  ;  1899,  39  ;  1900,  20  ;  1901,  38  ; 

1902,  16.  The  fact  that  the  years  1902-3  were  not,  in  a  general 
sense,  typical  “  summers,”  has  proved  a  great  blessing,  not  only 
in  this  but  most  other  districts,  so  far  as  the  great  mortality  from 
this  particular  disease  is  concerned. 

In  concluding  my  remarks  on  the  infectious  diseases  question, 
it  is  only  proper  that  I  should  speak  of  the  enormous  amount  of 
work  that  has  been  gone  through  during  the  year  in  regard  to  the 
testing  and  examination  of  drains.  The  total  number  examined 
was  960,  and  of  these  670  were  found  to  be  defective. 

The  following  were  amongst  the  defects  examined  and  remedied 
during  the  several  months  of  the  year  :  — 

January. — Drains  placed  in  position  but  unconnected- — pipes 
of  insufficient  dimensions  found  to  be  laid  improperly. 

February. — Bath  and  lavatory  wastes  directly  connected  with 
soil  pipes — down  spouts  acting  as  ventilators  near  to  upper 
windows. 

March. — Soil  pipes  defective — passing  through  middle  of  house 
and  under  a  portion  of  the  cellar. 

April. — Accumulations  of  sewage  found  existing  in  old  brick 
drains — pipe  drains  unconcreted  and  earth  saturated  with  sewage. 

May. — Defects  in  drainage  proving  the  conveyance  of  offensive 
smells  and  gases  from  a  slaughter-house  and  stable  yard — imper¬ 
fect  drains  passing  under  a  street  and  allowing  these  to  escape 
into  a  cellar  on  the  opposite  side. 
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Cesspool  found  in  a  yard  6  ft.  from  (house  wall — contents 
saturating  the  soil  until  a  puddle  was  at  length  discernible  under 
the  cellar  flooring- — defective  drains  allowing  sewer  gas  to  escape 
into  the  cellars. 

Bad  connection  of  soil  pipes  to  drains  allows  sewage  to  flow  under 
boarded  floor  of  living  kitchen  and  sink  into  the  soil. 

June.- — Sewage  discharged  from  large  residences  into  water 
courses  at  which  cattle  drink— also  into  pond  near  house. 

W.C.  in  yard— defective  drain  brought  through  cellar,  in  an 
abominable  condition  when  discovered,  SO'  much  so  that  the 
Inspector  himself  was  most  seriously  affected  in  health  during  the 
course  of  the  investigation. 

July. — A  repetition  of  former  matters. 

August. — Pipes  without  sockets  placed  together  to  form  heads — 
sewer  gas  escaping  into  scullery. 

September.— Pipes  laid  with  fall  in  wrong  direction — sewage 
lying  in  pipes  until  liquid  percolated  through  joints  into  the  earth. 

Drains  in  yard,  adjoining  a  dairy,  in  bad  condition— holes  punc¬ 
tured  in  main  pipes  to  allow  branch  connections  instead  of  having 
proper  sanitary  junctions  fixed. 

October. — Untrapped  drains  in  cellar  where  eatables  were  stored. 

November. — Junction  of  drain  from  other  houses  found  under 
cellar  floor  formed  of  bricks  and  flags  acting  almost  as  a  cesspool. 
Defective  down  spout  which  was  directly  connected  with  drain 
brought  through  a  living  room. 

December. — A  repetition  of  former  defects.  Old  well  found  in 
a  yard— blocked  deep  drain,  liquid  oozing  into  the  ground. 

Herewith  I  append  a  tabular  statement  which  I  have  drawn  up 
showing  the  particular  streets  and  roads  in  which  have  occurred 
the  cases  of  smallpox,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  and  typhoid  fever 
in  each  ward  :  — 


NORTH  WARD. 


WEST  WARD. — Continued. 


Name  of  Street. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

c3 

o 

EH 

Name  of  Street. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

O 

H 

Swinton  Hall  Road . 

8 

1 

1 

10 

North  Dean  Street  . 

2 

2 

Rirkdale  Grove  . 

3 

3 

Victoria  Street  . 

5 

5 

Ogden  Fold . 

3 

3 

Clively  View  . 

1 

1 

Back  Albert  Terrace . 

1 

*2 

3 

Gower  Street  . 

o 

Zj 

2 

Holland  Street  . 

2 

2 

New  Street . 

9 

9 

Sr.  Mary’s  Street  . 

,  , 

1 

Carrington  Street . 

2 

1 

3 

Bridge  Street . 

2 

2 

Moss  Lane  . 

4 

3 

7 

Cobden  Street . 

2 

2 

Dumbell  Street . 

2 

1 

3 

Back  Mount  Pleasant  .... 

i 

1 

Grosvenor  Street . 

6 

1 

i 

8 

Chorley  Road . 

1 

1 

Eaton  Street  . 

1 

'-'1 

Wellington  Road  . 

.. 

5 

I 

6 

Rutland  Street  . 

1 

1 

Stafford  Road . 

7 

1 

8 

Worsley  Street  . 

3 

3 

Clarendon  Road . 

2 

1 

3 

Brindley  Street  . 

1 

1 

Brackley  Street  . 

1 

l 

2 

Ermen’s  Buildings  . 

1 

i 

i 

3 

Granville  Street . 

1 

1 

2 

Little  Moss  Land  . 

2 

2 

Cross  Street . 

1 

1 

Station  Road . 

7 

l 

8 

Wardley  Street  . 

1 

1 

Maurice  Street  . 

2 

2 

Gate  Street  . 

5 

1 

1 

7 

Burton  Street . 

l 

*  * 

1 

Moss  Lane  . 

1 

1 

2 

Dudley  Road  . 

l 

1 

Sutherland  Street . 

1 

1 

Sefton  Road . 

3 

3 

New  Cross  Street  . 

4 

4 

Raymond  Street  . 

3 

3 

i 

7 

Cemetery  Road . 

3 

3 

Buchanan  Street  . 

1 

1 

Station  Road  . 

4 

1 

5 

Wilfred  Street  . 

1 

1 

Watson  Street . 

3 

2 

5 

Pendlebury  Road . 

2 

2 

Pendleburv  Road . 

6 

3 

i 

10 

Heron  Street  . 

1 

3 

4 

Stoneacre  Terrace . 

2 

2 

Hilton  Square  . 

3 

i 

4 

Bingham  Street . 

3 

2 

5 

Oak  Street  . 

i 

1 

Park  Street . 

4 

4  . 

8 

Back  Oak  Street  . 

3 

3 

Temple  Drive . 

2 

1 

3 

Union  Street  . 

7 

7 

Cheetham  Lane . 

1 

1 

Bridge  Street  . 

4 

1 

5 

Douglas  Street . 

1 

1 

Jackson  Street  . 

1 

1 

Hope  Street . 

1 

1 

Railway  Terrace . 

.. 

3 

1 

4 

Henrietta  fttrfip.t 

1 

1 

Ward  Total  . . 

2 

74 

27 

6 

109 

Hannah  Street  . 

3 

.  • 

** 

.. 

3 

Ward  Total  . . 

93 

23 

13 

129 

SOUTH  WARD. 

Manchester  lioacl . 

2 

2 

Doming  Street  . 

7 

i 

8 

Earl  Street . 

4 

4 

EAST  WARD. 

Harroll  Place . 

1 

1 

Bolton  Road  . 

13 

1 

14 

Nelson  Street . 

1 

l 

2 

Bridge  Street . 

4 

1 

2 

7 

Worsley  Road . .  . 

3 

2 

1 

6 

Hopwood  Street . 

2 

1 

3 

Long  Street . 

3 

2 

3 

8 

Worsley  Fold  . 

1 

1 

Ogden  Street  . 

2 

2 

Cavendish  Street  . 

2 

2 

Beech  Street  . 

1 

. . 

1 

Gladstone  Street  . 

3 

i 

4 

Kierby  Street . 

#  . 

1 

1 

Ada  Street  . 

3 

3 

Lyon  Street . 

2 

2 

Maud  Street . . 

5 

2 

rr 

Folly  Lane  . 

i 

1 

Swinton  Hall  Road  . 

1 

6 

3 

10 

Chorley  Road . 

i 

1 

Horrocks  Street . 

1 

2 

3 

Bain  Street . 

2 

2 

Cobden  Street . 

1 

1 

2 

Crompton  Street  . 

i 

1 

Albion  Street . 

3 

1 

4 

Lower  Sutherland  Street . . 

3 

3 

Dawson  Street  . . . 

3 

3 

Partington  Lane  . 

5 

5 

George  Street . 

2 

1 

3 

Dean’s  Lane . 

1 

1 

Thomas  Street  . 

2 

2 

Dean’s  Road  . 

i 

i 

2 

4 

Vine  Street . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Mooraide  Road  . 

8 

8 

Knowles  Sqre  (Bolton  Rd.) 

7 

1 

S 

Hazlehurst  Road . 

i 

1 

Alice  Street  . 

1 

1 

Poplar  Road  . 

#  # 

l 

1 

Melbourne  Street  . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

o 

2 

Ward  Total  . . 

1 

45 

9 

10 

65 

City  Walk  . 

3 

3 

City  Avenue  . 

1 

1 

Park  Lane  West . 

11 

14 

WEST  WARD. 

Broomhall  Road . 

Langley  Road . 

4 

1 

4 

1 

Bolton  Road  . 

8 

2 

1 

11 

Hon  oh  ton  St  fHpicrVifl 

1 

1 

Ramsdenfold . 

1 

1 

Pitt  Street 

1 

1 

Bold  Street . 

1 

1 

Sneneer  Street, 

3 

3 

Engine  Brow 

T 

*2 

3 

Longshaw  Buildings  .... 

•  • 

3 

•• 

3 

Ward  Total . 

3 

86 

21 

4 

114 

13 


From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  following  are  the  streets  most 
particularly  affected  :  — 

North. — Swinton  Hall  Road  (10),  Pendlebury  Road  (10),  Park 
Street  (8),  Stafford  Road  (8),  Gate  Street  (7),  Wellington  Road 
(6),  Station  Road  (5),  Watson  Street  (5),  Bingham  Street  (5). 

South. — Moorside  Road  (8),  Long  Street  (8),  Doming  Street  (8), 
Worsley  Road  (6),  Partington  Lane  (5). 

West- — Bolton  Road  (11),  New  Street  (9),  Station  Road  (8), 
Grosvenor  Street  (8),  Moss  Lane  (7),  Raymond  Street  (7),  Union 
Street  (7),  Victoria  Street  (5),  Bridge  Street  (5). 

East.—  Bolton  Road  (14),  Park  Lane  West  (14),  Swinton  Hall 

Road  (10),  Knowles  Square  (8),  Bridge  Street  (7),  Maud  Street  (7). 

% 

Most  of  these  streets  are  those  in  which  the  bulk  of  the  cases 
have  generally  occurred,  e.g.,  Swinton  Hall  Road,  Stafford, 
Wellington,  and  Station  Roads  in  the  North  Ward  ;  Moorside 
Road  and  Doming  Street  in  the  South  ;  Grosvenor  Street,  Moss 
Lane,  New  Street,  and  Union  Street  in  the  West ;  Bridge  Street 
and  Knowles  Square  in  the  East.  Bolton  Road  being  the  main 
•thoroughfare  running  through  both  the  Pendlebury  Wards  has, 
as  usual,  the  higher  proportion.  It  is  only  right  to  add,  however, 
that  many  streets  formerly  largely  associated  with  cases  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease  were  last  year  comparatively  free.  Owing  to  the 
remedying  of  some  notable  insanitary  conditions  in  the  “  Croft  ” 
area  of  East  Ward,  such  as  the  replacement  of  privy  middens  by 
water-closets  in  one  of  its  worst  parts  and  the  improvements 
effected  in  other  respects,  this  area,  I  am  pleased  to  note,  is  now 
in  a  much  more  satisfactory  condition  than  for  some  time  past. 

In  examining  the  list  of  deaths  (see  Local  Government  Board’s 
Table  IV.)  from  “Respiratory”  diseases,  we  find  that  from 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  the  deaths  under  five  years  of  age 
were  49  ;  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65  there  were  37  ;  and  at  the 
age  of  65  years  and  over  there  were  23.  From  Phthisis  the 
greatest  mortality  was  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65,  the  number 
of  deaths  being  highest  in  North  Ward  ;  South,  West,  and  East 
Wards  being  6,  6,  and  3  respectively.  Pneumonia — ie. ,  acute 
inflammation  of  the  lungs — showed  the  highest  fatality  (28,  or 
rather  less  than  half  the  total)  in  the  West  Ward.  Out  of  this 
number  12  were  under  the  age  of  one  year.  The  highest  percen¬ 
tage  of  mortality  in  all  the  wards  was  amongst  infants  and  young- 
children,  and,  as  is  generally  found  to  be  the  case,  the  prevalence 
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was  greatest  in  the  first  and  last  quarters  of  the  year,  when,  it 
will  be  remembered,  the  climatic  conditions  were  more  than  usually 
unfavourable.  I  cannot  assign  any  special  reasons  for  the  high 
respiratory  rate  for  the  past  and  recent  years,  other  than  those 
to  which  I  have  alluded  in  many  former  reports.  The  question 
is  one  which  so  much  concerns  individual  and  personal  action  on 
the  part  of  parents  and  others  having  the  care  and  oversight  of 
young  children.  The  Sanitary  Authority,  it  is  true,  can  do  some¬ 
thing  to  mitigate  the  evil  by  striving  to  improve  the  general 
surroundings  of  the  dwellings,  by  vigorous  action  in  regard  to  the 
condition  of  streets,  dwellings,  and  back  passages,  and  in  other 
directions  which  I  need  not  here  particularise  ;  but  when  this  is 
done  there  will  still  remain  influences  at  work  which  will  render 
the  task  of  keeping  down  the  mortality  from  this  class  of  disease 
a  very  difficult  one. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  in  this  connection,  that  in  the  year 
1903  we  experienced  an  exceptionally  heavy  rainfall,  and  when 
the  full  record  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  this  class  are  examined, 
I  think  we  shall  find  that  our  district  is  not  alone  in  its  high 
percentage  of  mortality  therefrom.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind, 
too,  that  the  unfavourable  conditions  under  which  mine  and 
factory  workers  pursue  their  ordinary  labour  are  more  conducive — 
even  under  the  most  stringent  legislative  protection  and  sanitary 

t 

supervision — to  the  development  of  acute  lung  disease  than  of  any 
other  kind. 

It  is  a  very  satisfactory  feature  in  connection  with  the  infant 
death  rate  from  all  causes  that  in  the  past  two  years  it  has,  on  the 
whole,  shown  a  distinctly  declining  tendency — the  exception  in 
1903  being  the  West  Ward  of  Pendleburv.  The  following  table 
shows  the  causes  to  which  the  deaths  in  that  ward  were  referred  : 


Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  . 12 

^Tuberculosis  . 12 

Inflammatory  Diseases  of  Brain  .  8 

*Wasting  Diseases  of  Bowels  and  Debility  .  5 

* Diarrhcea . 4 

*Convulsions .  4 

Premature  Births  .  4 

Abscess . . ' .  1 

Heart  Failure .  1 

Accidentally  Suffocated  .  1 


52 
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The  causes  which  tend  more  especially  to  produce  a  high  rate 
of  infant  mortality  in  crowded  areas  such  as  we  find  to  exist  in 
our  district  are  not  altogether  within  the  control  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  however  vigilant  and  active  it  may  be,  and  year  after 
year  it  is  the  bete  noir  of  sanitarians  and  social  reformers. 
Chief  amongst  these  causes  is  undoubtedly  improper  feeding  and 
insufficient  care  in  guarding  infants  from  the  insidious  effects  of 
sudden  chills,  to  which  their  tender  bodies  are  at  all  times 
peculiarly  sensitive.  To  the  firstnamed  may  be  attributed  most 
of  the  diseases  marked  (*)  in  above  table,  for  it  is  the  constant 
irritation  to  a  child’s  system,  brought  about  by  filling  it  with  what 
is  in  reality  so  much  poisonous  material  which  its  immature  body 
cannot  assimilate,  that  favours  the  speedy  development  of  such 
diseases.  Many  Medical  Officers  of  Health  make  it  a  practice 
year  after  year  to  comment  very  exhaustively  in  their  annual 
reports  on  this  all-important  subject,  and  to  lay  down  elaborate 
instructions  as  to  the  proper  feeding  of  infants — I  have  myself 
done  so  on  many  previous  occasions — but  despite  the  repeated 
warnings  and  teachings  of  medical  men,  both  in  a  public  and  a 
private  capacity,  we  find  such  advice  persistently  disregarded  and 
overlooked  in  the  hurry  and  scramble  of  everyday  life.  Apart 
from  this,  however,  there  is  always  an  abundance  of  information 
at  the  command  of  ordinarily  intelligent  mothers  which  should 
enable  them  to  avoid  those  disastrous  consequences  that,  as  often 
as  not,  are  brought  about  by  mere  carelessness  and  want  of  a 
little  simple  forethought. 

The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  in  the  district  have  been 
regularly  inspected  during  the  year,  and  their  condition  has  been 
found  to  be  generally  good — only  in  a  few  instances  has  it  been 
found  necessary  to  make  any  complaint  as  to  their  sanitary 
circumstances.  Limewashing,  ventilation,  water  supply,  condition 
of  flooring  are  some  of  the  chief  points  to  which  our  attention  has 
been  directed.  In  two  or  three  instances  several  alterations, 
almost  amounting  to  re-construction,  have  been  effected. 

A  special  Report  under  the  Factory  Act  of  1901  is  appended, 
from  which  it  will  be  noted  that  a  very  large  amount  of  additional 
work  now  devolves  upon  the  sanitary  department  of  the  Council. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  the  investigation  under  the  Act  has 
reference  to  retail  bakehouses,  and  as  regards  underground  bake- 
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houses  the  Council  has,  during  the  past  year,  taken  ver}r  active 
steps  towards  having  them  placed  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  or 
in  default  of  this  will  refuse,  under  the  regulations,  to  allow  them 
to  be  registered. 

I  have  during  the  year,  in  company  with  the  Inspector,  made  a 
large  number  of  periodical  investigations  into  special  conditions 
requiring  my  attention  throughout  the  district,  and  have 
embodied  in  my  monthly  reports-  to  your  Sanitary  Committee  the 
results  of  such  investigations.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  we 
paid  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  the 
dwellings  in  a  portion  of  East  Ward,  Pendlebury,  in  which  we 
were  accompanied  by  three  members  of  the  Sub-committee 
appointed  by  the  Council  for  that  purpose.  It  is  very  satisfactory 
to  note  that  these  gentlemen  have  subsequently  taken  a  very 
active  part  in  Impressing  the  Council  with  the  necessity  of 
accepting  the  recommendations  then  adopted,  and  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  much  good  has  been  effected  as  a  result. 

In  February  I  prepared  a  special  report  on  the  outbreak  of 
smallpox  in  the  district,  to  which  I  have  referred  in  an  earlier 
part  of  my  report.  I  have  also,  at  various  periods,  paid  several 
visits — at  the  Inspector’s  request  and  otherwise — to  different  parts 
of  the  district  requiring  attention  as  to  insanitary  dwellings,  etc., 
and  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  during  the  year  more  work  of 
a  substantially  satisfactory  kind  has  been  undertaken  and  carried 
through  with  the  object  of  removing  defective  sanitary  conditions — 
and  these  refer  not  only  to  dwellings,  but  to  smoke  abatement  in 
regard  to  both  factory  and  house  chimneys,  and  the  remedying  of 
defective  drains — than  has  been  the  case  for  several  years  past. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  Council  will  push  forward  the 
schemes,  at  present  in  hand,  for  paving  many  of  the  streets  and 
back  passages  in  the  district  with  all  practicable  speed. 

In  concluding  this  report  allow  me  to  say  that  the  statistics 
presented  are  eminently  satisfactory  on  very  many  grounds,  and 
I  believe  the  Council  will  agree  with  me  when  I  state  the  opinion 
that  notwithstanding  many  drawbacks  the  past  year  has  been  in 
several  respects  one  of  the  best  in  the  recent  history  of  the  district. 
The  claims  of  my  work  as  a  medical  practitioner  do  not  always 
permit  me  to  give  as  much  time  to  the  general  inspection  and 
supervision  of  the  district  as  I  should  wish,  but  with  the  cordial 
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co-operation  of  the  Council  and  the  active  assistance  of  its  officials 
generally,  I  think  I  may  assure  its  members  that  nothing  will  be 
wanting  on  my  part  to  maintain  the  sanitary  efficiency  of  the 
large  and  important  area  under  our  control.  I  wish  to  thank  the 
members  of  the  Council  and  its  officials  for  much  useful  assistance 
given  to  me  during  the  year  in  connection  with  my  duties. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

SAMUEL  HOSEGOOD,  M.K.C.S.  Eng.,  L.S.A. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Briar  Cottage,  Swinton, 

25th  January,  1904. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Act  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Swinton  and  Pendlebury  during 
the  year  1903. 

A.)  Classification  and  Inspection. 

Total  No.  of  workshops  in  the  district,  as  per  Register,  74.  Including  7  Domestic  Workshops, 
38  Retail  Bakehouses,  3  Laundries,  26  other  workshops. 

Total  No.  of  visits  of  inspection  made  during  1903,  (a)  by  M.O.H.  38.  (b)  by  Sanitary 
Inspector  169. 

Note  as  to  the  chief  workshop  industries  in  the  district — Cotton  Spinning,  Weaving,  Dyeing 
and  Printing  Cotton  Goods,  Brewery,  Joiners  and  Builders,  Wheelwrights,  Printing,  Iron- 
founders,  Brass  Works,  Blacksmiths,  Tinplate  Workers,  Mineral  Water  Manufactories,  Tailors, 
Dressmakers,  Milliners  and  Confectioners. 


(B.)  SANITATION. 

Cleanliness — General  condition,  Good,  No.  of  Notices  served  under  P.H.  Acts,  1.  No.  of 
Notices  to  cleanse,  under  Sec.  2,  5.  Legal  Proceedings,  Nil. 

Air  Space- General  Condition.  Good.  No.  of  Notices  to  abate  over-crowding,  Nil.  No.  of 
Notices  to  affix  card,  Sec.  3  (4),  Nil.  Legal  Proceedings,  Nil. 

Ventilation.— General  condition,  Fair.  No.  of  Notices  under  P.H.  Act,  Nil.  Legal  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  Nil. 

Means  Of  Ventilation — Any  action  under  the  new  powers  of  Sec.  7,  None. 

Drainage  Of  Wet  Floors — Action  under  Sec.  8,  1. 


(C.)  Additional  Sanitation  for  “Retail  Bakehouses.”  Secs.  97  to  102. 

No.  of  such  premises  in  the  District,  38.  Note  as  to  their  general  sanitary  condition,  Good. 
Many  improvements  effected  during  year. 

Action  taken  as  to  Retail  Bakehouses  during  1903 — 


No.  ot 
defects 

Notices 

Legal  Pro- 

Defects 

found. 

served. 

ceedings. 

remedied. 

As  to  closets,  etc.,  s.  97  . 

1 

1 

1 

As  to  drain  openings,  s.  97  . 

1 

1 

Nil. 

1 

As  to  limewashing,  etc.,  s.  99  . 

26 

26 

26 

Any  proceedings  under  Sec.  98  as  to  retail  bakehouses  sanitarily  unfit,  1.  Result,  Abolished. 


(Ca.)  Underground  Bakehouses. — No.  of  such  premises  in  District,  8.  No.  Certified  by 
District  Council  under  Sec.  101  (2),  None.  Matters  in  hand  all  being  dealt  with. 


(D.)  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

( Only  to  be  reported  on  in  places  where  Section  22  of  the  P.H. A. A.  is  in  force). 

Date  of  adoption  of  Sec.  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — 2nd  day  of 
December,  1890  No.  of  defects  discovered  thereunder  in  factories  or  workshops  during  1902,  1. 
Closets  insufficient  or  unsuitable,  Insufficient.  No.  of  notices  issued  under  this  Section  during 
1903,  1. 


(E.)  Safety  from  Fire.  ( Not  to  be  reported  on  by  M.O.H.) 


(F.)  Home  Work.  Sections  107  to  115.  Total  No.  of  Lists  of  Outworkers  received  during 
1903,  2,  representing  3  Employers,  7  Outworkers. 


Classification  of  Lists  received  : — 


No. 

of  Lists  Received, 

Total  No.  of 

Total  No.  of 

Outlook  in  connection 

Up  to 

To 

Total  to 

uch  Employers 

such 

with  ; — 

Feb.  1, 
1902. 

Aug.  1, 
1902. 

Dec.  1, 
1902. 

or  Contractors. 

Outworke  rs 
in  the  District. 

Wearing  apparel  . 

1 

1 

2 

3 

hr 

i 

Outworkers’  premises— No.  inspected,  12.  No.  found  unwholesome,  None.  Any  prohibition 
as  to  infected  houses  (s.  110).  2. 


(C.)  General.  No.  and  nature  of  sanitary  defects,  reported  to  the  Authority  by  H.M.  Inspec 
tors,  during  1903,  10. 

Action  taken  in  consequence,  Lei  ter  and  Legal  Notices  served. 

No.  of  infringements  reported  by  Sanitary  Authority  to  H.M.  Inspector  (e  g.,  s.  133),  2. 

Presented,  with  Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1903,  to  the  above  Authoritv. 
February  1st,  1904. 

(Signed)  SAM.  IIOSEGOOD,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Sicinton  and  Pendlebury . 


'Table  I. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1903 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


SWINTON  and  pendlebury  district. 


"3 

CD  r* 

a  3 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in 
the  District. 

O 

•  r-^ 

3+3 
^  a 

a 

"H  GO 

1  TJ  fl  . 

a  <v  o 

C  h  T4  o 

Under  1  year. 

At  all  ages. 

/P  4-^ 

ffl4^4J 

i 

opulation  est 
to  middle  of 
Year. 

tal  Deaths  in 
mstitutions  i 

District. 

Year. 

* 

Number. 

Rate  A 

Number. 

Rate  per 
oi  1,000  Births 
registered. 

Number. 

*. 

CD 

4^ 

c3 

Ph 

^  hb4^  •*-< 
°  o  m  Q 

C  r“"1 

®  0) 
go  % 

£  pin  ^ 

0)  DjD  C 

fi  3  2  •rH 

oq  Ph 

1 

P4 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

o  ■ 

H. 

9 

10 

1893 

22,600 

805 

35'6 

138 

171-4 

475 

21-0 

66 

66 

1894 

23,100 

754 

32-8 

142 

188-3 

499 

21  6 

60 

60 

1895 

23,700 

787 

33-2 

12S 

162-6 

505 

21-3 

76 

76 

1896 

24,600 

807 

32*8 

142 

175-9 

478 

19-4 

54 

54 

1897 

25,400 

820 

32-2 

174 

212-2 

496 

19-2 

57 

57 

1898 

26,300 

815 

30-9 

157 

192-6 

491 

18-6 

59 

55 

1899 

27,500 

864 

3U4 

167 

193-2 

555 

20-1 

116 

71 

1900 

28,700 

817 

28-4 

157 

192-1 

613 

20-4 

90 

67 

1901 

27,005 

808 

29-9 

172 

212-8 

539 

19-9 

64 

59 

1902 

27,200 

924 

34-0 

133 

143*9 

519 

19T8 

73 

68 

Average 
for  yrs. 

25,610 

820 

32-0 

151 

184-5 

517 

20-0 

71 

63 

'93-1902 

1903 

28,000 

922 

32-9 

144 

156-1 

518 

18-5 

79 

75 

Deaths  of  Residents 

registered  in  Public 

1-1  Institutions  beyond 

the  District. 

Nett  Deaths  at 
allAgesbelong- 
ing  to  District. 

Sh° 

<D 

a 

a 

12 

£  Rate.* 

409 

18-0 

439 

19-0 

429 

18-1 

424 

17-2 

439 

16-9 

4* 

440 

16-7 

31 

515 

18-7 

37 

583 

20  3 

39 

519 

19*2 

57 

508 

186 

33 

5  years 
only. 

470 

18-2 

24 

467 

16'o7 

*  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  L3  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


In  and  after  the  year  1898  more  accurate  information  has  been  supplied  to  me  than  previously 
on  this  head. 

Note. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7  of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  District  or  Division.  The  deaths  to  be 
included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number 
in  Column  10,  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “  Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  District  on  account  of  sickness 
or  infirmity  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  ;  and  by  the  term  “  Residents”  is  meant  persons 
who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  District  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public 
institutions  elsewhere. 


The  “  Public  institutions  ”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  those 
into  which  persons  are  habitually  received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals, 
workhouses,  and  lunatic  asylums.  A.  list  of  the  Institutions  in  respect  of  the  deaths  in  which 
corrections  have  been  made  should  be  given  on  the  back  of  this  Table. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water) — 2,222. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  .  27,005) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses . . .  ,400  >  At  Census  of  1901. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  .  5) 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the  District 
1.  Swinton  Industrial  School.  2.  Pendlebury  Children’s  Hospital. 


Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District  :  1.  Man¬ 
chester  Royal  Infirmary.  2.  Salford  Royal  Hospital.  3.  Hope  (Workhouse)  Hospital  (in  Borough  of 
Salford).  4.  Ladywell  Sanatorium  (Fever  Hospital  for  the  Borough  of  Salford  and  this  District).  5. 
Union  Workhouse  and  Hospital,  Patricroft  (in  the  Borough  of  Eccles). 

Swinton  District  is  in  Barton-upon-Irwell  Union. 

Pendlebury  District  is  in  Salford  Union. 

In  the  former  case  patients  are  received  at  Patricroft ;  in  the  latter  at  Hope  Hospital. 
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Table  II. 

j«  ^  t 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SEPARATE  LOCALITIES  IN  1903 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

SWINTON  AND  PENDLEBURY  DISTRICT. 


Names  of 
Localities. 

SWINTON. 

PENDLEBURY". 

North  Ward. 

South  Ward. 

West  Ward. 

East  Ward. 

Year. 

Population  estimated 
to  middle  of  each 
Year. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

Deaths  under  1  year. 

Population  estimated 
to  middle  of  each 
Year. 

Births’ registered. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

Deaths  under  1  year. 

Population  estimated 
to  middle  of  each 
Year. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

Deaths  under  1  year. 

Population  estimated 

to  middle  of  each 
year. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

Deaths  under  1  year. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

a . 

b. 

c. 

d. 

1893  . 

V 

1894  . 

1895  . 

1896  . 

1897  . 

7,100 

260 

115 

44 

7,300 

184 

92 

26 

6.780 

225 

135 

60 

4,220 

151 

97 

44 

1898  . 

7,300 

249 

118 

47 

7,500 

189 

92 

30 

7,100 

240 

130 

50 

4,400 

137 

96 

30 

1899  . 

8,000 

261 

137 

51 

7,900 

201 

118 

35 

7,150 

248 

145 

54 

4,450 

154 

84 

27 

1900  . 

8,190 

256 

159 

40 

8,310 

173 

142 

32 

7,530 

237 

175 

51 

4,690 

151 

107 

34 

1901 . 

7,578 

242 

144 

68 

7,6S9 

190 

11S 

34 

7,124 

229 

155 

47 

4,614 

147 

102 

28 

1902  . 

7,600 

257 

130 

32 

7.700 

213 

142 

36 

7,290 

266 

151 

41 

4,700 

1S8 

85 

26 

Averages  of ) 

■ 

Years  1897  V 

7,628 

254 

134 

47 

7,734 

191 

117 

32 

7,147 

241 

148 

50 

4,512 

154 

95 

31 

to  1902  ....  ) 

1903  . 

7,700 

257 

139 

27 

7,600 

219 

95 

28 

7,400 

249 

134 

52 

5,300 

197 

99 

37 

Note.— (a)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  table  should  be  areas  of  which  the 
populations  are  obtainable  from  the  Census  returns,  such  as  wards,  parishes  or 
groups  of  parishes,  or  registration  sub-districts.  Block  1  may,  if  desired,  be 
used  for  the  whole  district;  and  blocks  2,  3,  &c.,  for  the  several  localities. 
In  small  districts  without  recognised  divisions  of  known  population  this  table 
need  not  be  filled  up. 


( b )  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  district  are  to  be 
included  in  sub-columns  c  of  this  table,  and  those  of  non-residents  registered  in 
public  institutions  in  the  district  excluded.  (See  note  on  Table  I.  as  to  mean¬ 
ing  of  terms  “  resident  ’’  and  “non-resident.”) 


(c  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without 
the  district,  are  to  be  allotted  to  the  respective  localities,  according  to  the 
addresses  of  the  deceased. 


(d)  Care  should  be  taken  that  the  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  this  Table 
respectively  equal  the  corresponding  totals  for  the  whole  districts  in  Tables  I. 
and  IV.;  thus,  the  totals  of  sub-columns  a,  b  and  c  should  agree  with  the  figures 
for  the  year  in  the  columns  2,  3  and  12,  respectively,  of  Table  I.;  the  gross  total 
of  the  sub-columns  c  should  agree  with  the  total  of  column  2  in  Table  IV.,  and 
the  gross  total  of  sub-columns  d  with  the  total  of  column  3  in  Table  IV. 
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Table  IV. 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1903. 


SWfNTON  AND  PENDLEBURY  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging 
to  whole  District  at 
subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  in  or 

BELONGING  TO 

Localities 
(at  all  Ages). 

Total  Deaths  in  Public  insti-| 
tutions  in  the  District. 

All  ages. 

!— 1 

rH 

<D 

l“ H 

1  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Sw 

TO 

H  • 

'3'g 
o  V 
25  ^ 

IN- 

N. 

Pen 

bu 

tv 
>  5 

DLE- 

RY. 

+=  rrj 
cS  S 

Measles . 

6 

3 

3 

.. 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

8 

.  . 

6 

2 

.  . 

1 

1 

3 

3 

.  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

.  . 

i 

.  . 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

1 

.  . 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  . 

11 

•  . 

6 

5 

•  . 

6 

1 

2 

2 

Fever— Enteric  . 

6 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

2 

4 

3 

2 

1 

.  . 

Epidemic  Influenza . 

2 

1 

.  . 

•  . 

1 

1 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

•  • 

Diarrhiea  . 

15 

10 

4 

.  . 

1 

1 

6 

4 

4 

Enteritis  . 

5 

3 

1 

.  . 

1 

.  • 

o 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases . 

3 

.  . 

.  . 

•  . 

3 

*  * 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

Phthisis . 

23 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

5 

16 

1 

8 

6 

6 

3 

6 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases . 

44 

31 

t 

1 

5 

S 

2 

17 

17 

16 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

16 

.  . 

.  • 

11 

5 

5 

4 

4 

3 

Bronchitis  . . . 

54 

15 

7 

•  • 

IS 

14 

21 

10 

IS 

5 

.  . 

Pneumonia . 

5S 

12 

15 

1 

2 

19 

9 

9 

13 

28 

8 

15 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs . 

3 

1 

.  * 

.  • 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism — Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

2 

.  . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Premature  Birth  . 

\ 

15 

15 

•  . 

.  . 

.  • 

•  • 

2 

4 

3 

6 

•  • 

Diseases  and  Accidt  nts  of  Parturition . 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Heart  Diseases  . 

28 

1 

3 

1 

16 

7 

13 

5 

4 

6 

9 

Accidents . 

17 

2 

2 

2 

9 

2 

5 

1 

3 

8 

•  • 

Suicides . 

2 

•  • 

.  • 

•  . 

2 

. 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Diabetes  . 

5 

•  • 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Convulsions  . 

18 

15 

1  3 

.  • 

•  • 

.  • 

8 

3 

5 

2 

All  other  causes . 

122 

35 

7 

6 

2 

37 

35 

40 

29 

27 

26 

29 

All  causes . 

467 

144 

62 

21 

12 

153 

t 

75 

139 

95 

134 

99 

79 

In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  I.,  II.,  III. ,  and  IV.,  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. — Saml.  Hosegood,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  23rd  January, 
1904. 
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-^^ISTU-A-H.  IRE SPORT 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 

For  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1903. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Swinton  and 
Pendlebtiry  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following 
summary  of  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  and  Cleansing  Departments 
during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1903. 

In  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  inquiries  into  cases  of  infec¬ 
tious  diseases,  and  in  the  general  discharge  of  the  duties 
devolving  upon  this  department,  much  useful  work  has  been 
carried  out,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  details  given,  and  it  is  gratify¬ 
ing  to  note  that  though  215  legal  notices  have  been  served  for 
various  reasons,  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  legal 
proceedings  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Council’s  authority. 

Details  of  Nuisances,  Etc.,  Remedied. 

Dwelling  houses  limewashed  and  cleansed . . 

Cellars  and  yard  surfaces  re-flagged  and  repaired,  etc . 

Householders  fined  for  firing  of  house  chimneys . 

Yards,  privies,  and  water-closets  cleansed  (foul  through 

tenants’  neglect)  . . . . . 

Accumulations  of  filth,  manure,  etc.,  removed . 

Nuisances  from  overcrowding  abolished . 

New  manure  receptacles  provided  (to  replace  defective) . 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  . 

Bakehouses  limewashed,  cleansed,  and  repaired . 

Workshops  limewashed  . . . 

Ashpit  drains  trapped  . . . 

Privies  and  ashpits  structurally  repaired . 

Water-closet  soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed... . . 

Lavatory  and  bath  waste  pipes  repaired,  etc . 


20 

81 


16 

25 
8 

4 
9 

26 

5 
55 
57 

8 

27 
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Sink  pipes  rejiaired  or  renewed  . . .  63 

Water-closets,  repairs  to  fittings,  etc .  38 

Water-closets  substituted  for  privies  .  185 

Additional  water-closets  provided  . . . .  23 

Ashbins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits .  133 

Down  spouts  repaired  .  11 

Down  spouts  disconnected  from  drains . . .  325 

House  drains  disconnected  from  sewer .  28 

Anti-flooding  traps  fixed . ..  3 

Additional  drains  laid  .  11 

Cellar  drains  relaid  .  15 

Blocked  drains  cleared  .  60 

House  drains  repaired . 36 

House  drains  relaid  'and  re-arranged .  274 

Number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  to  premises  in 
dealing  with  nuisances,  etc.,  remedied  (not  including 

those  relating  to  house  drains) .  1,374 

Number  of  notices  given  verbally .  253 

Informal  (printed  and  by  letter) .  191 

Legal  notices  served  .  215 

Number  of  nuisances,  etc.,  outstanding  December,  1902 .  63 

Number  of  nuisances,  etc.,  dealt  with  during  1903 .  1,655 

Total  .  1,718 

Number  of  nuisances,  etc.,  remedied  during  1903 .  1,573 

Number  of  nuisances,  etc.,  outstanding  end  of  December, 

1903  .  145 


Testing  of  Drains  and  Sanitary  Fittings. 

As  referred  to  in  my  Report  for  1902,  under  the  heading  of 
“  Drain  Tests,”  by  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Inspector  this 
work  has  been  gone  into  more  thoroughly  during  the  year  than 
has  ever  been  possible  hitherto,  and  still  further  progress  is 

f 

anticipated  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Number  of  premises  where  the  drains  or  sanitary 
fittings  (in  many  cases  both)  have  been  tested 


or  examined  .  961 

Number  of  premises  where  defects  were  found .  670 


Number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  at 
premises  where  examinations,  tests,  and  the  work 
of  remedying  defects  were  being  proceeded  with  1,578 
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The  necessity  of  examining  and  testing  the  drains  and  sanitary 
fittings,  either  by  smoke,  air,  or  hydraulic  methods,  especially  of 
the  older  property,  has  been  fully  demonstrated  by  the  above 
statement,  and  if  you  take  into  consideration  the  facts  furnished 
by  me  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  placed  before  you  in 
his  Report  (on  pages  10-11),  it  is  apparent  that  much  useful  work 
has  been  and  is  being  accomplished. 

Arrangements  have  now  been  made  for  the  more  frequent 
application  of  the  hydraulic  test,  which  is  the  most  efficient. 

The  defects  disclosed  by  this  method  are  not  always  due  to  the 
imperfect  jointing  of  pipes  and  junctions,  etc.,  but  to  flaws  in  the 
body  of  the  pipes,  either  from  fractures  or  sand  cracks. 

Judging  by  the  results  already  obtained,  the  more  the  house 
drainage  question  is  gone  into  the  more  need  there  appears  to  be 

for  further  inquiry  ;  taking  the  matter  into  consideration  along 

\ 

with  the  insufficient  closet  accommodation  “  caused  by  the  dilapi¬ 
dated  and  foul  privy  middens  existing,”  there  still  remains  much 
work  for  the  Council  to  do  in  the  future. 

Emptying  of  Gullies. 

(Number  reported  emptied  :  Swinton,  16,178;  Pendleburv,  18,973.) 

This  work  of  emptying  gullies  in  the  yards  and  cellars  of 
dwelling  houses,  together  with  the  gullies  in  private  streets  and 
back  passages,  is  undoubtedly  of  good  effect,  and  will  be  better  if 
the  men  can  be  kept  to  it  as  now  arranged,  instead  of  being 
repeatedly  taken  off,  as  hitherto,  to  assist  in  other  works. 

A  considerable  improvement  was  noted  during  the  months  of 
October  and  November,  when  the  new  arrangement  was  given  a 
trial,  and  the  highest  average  was  then  obtained  ;  if  this  can  be 
kept  to,  the  tenants  would  be  better  satisfied,  there  would  be  less 
of  the  sediment  worked  into  the  drains,  tending  to  choke  them, 
and  the  work  itself  would  be  more  satisfactorily  and  systemati¬ 
cally  done. 

Smoke  Observations.) 

Seventy-one  observations  (64  of  60  minutes’  duration  and  7  of 
30  minutes’)  have  been  taken  during  1903  of  the  class  of  smoke 
sent  out  from  chimneys  of  the  various  collieries  and  manufac¬ 
tories  within  and  adjacent  to  the  district. 
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The  five  minutes  (time  limit)  allowed  by  you  for  the  emission 
of  black  smoke  in  any  one  hour  has  not  been  exceeded  during  the 
time  of  these  observations. 

Copies  of  the  observations  have  been  forwarded  to  the  owners  of 
the  works  dealt  with,  and  where  there  has  been  an  excessive 
emission  of  a  moderate  amount  their  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  fact. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Register  shows  the 
number  of  cow-keepers,  6  in  Pendlebury,  18  in  Swinton  ;  keepers 
of  dairies,  6  in  Pendlebury  and  7  in  Swinton,  to  be  same  as  last 
year.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  there  are  still  14 
other  non-residents  supplying  milk  to  the  district,  making  a  total 
of  49  purveyors  of  milk. 

It  is  essential  that  milk  should  not  only  be  produced  but  kept 
under  the  best  conditions,  so  as  to  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  risk 
of  contamination.  With  a  view  to  this,  inspections  have  been 
made  of  the  above  places,  and  the  .suggestions  given  to  the  various 
keepers  have  been  generally  acted  upon. 

In  two  instances  much-needed  alterations  have  been  effected  in 
regard  to  reconstruction,  ventilating,  drainage,  and  flooring  of  the 
shippons. 

Slaughter-houses. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  an  increase  of  one  in  the 
registered  slaughter-houses,  which  now  number  9  in  Pendlebury 
and  9  in  Swinton  ;  two  also  have  changed  tenants.  They  have 
been  regularly  visited,  in  order  to  ensure  the  continued  requisite 
cleanliness  and  systematic  removal  of  the  refuse.  In  one  instance 
legal  notice  was  served  for  alteration  in  regard  to  the  flooring  and 
drainage,  which  was  complied  with. 

Factories  and  Workshops’  Act. 

BAKEHOUSES,  LAUNDRIES,  ETC. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-nine  inspections  have  been  made  in 
connection  with  the  above. 

Number  of  notices  served  regarding  factories,  workshops,  and 
laundries,  19  ;  relating  to  insufficient  closet  accommodation, 
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provision  of  escapes  in  case  of  fire,  drainage  of  wet  floors  and 
cleansing  of  walls  and  ceilings,  all  of  which,  have  been  complied 
with. 

Number  of  notices  re  bakehouses,  28  ;  relating  to  insanitary 
arrangements  and  accumulations,  closet  accommodation,  cleansing 
of  walls  and  ceilings,  which  have  been  complied  with.. 

One  bakehouse  being  entirely  unsuitable,  was  condemned  ;  it  has 
been  closed  and  the  tenant  removed  to  new  quarters, 

With  regard  to  the  underground  bakehouses,  of  which  there 

/ 

are  8,  progress  is  being  made  with  the  alterations  rendered  neces¬ 
sary  under  the  new  Act  and  the  Council’s  requirements  ;  they  will 
probably  be  ready  to  be  certified  as  being  satisfactory  in  the  course 
of  another  week  or  so. 

•  Infectious  Diseases. 

O  *  A 

Table  showing  number  and  nature  of  cases  reported  each  month, 
number  of  cases  sent  to  Sanatorium,  rooms  fumigated,  inspections 
paid  to  the  infected  dwellings,  etc.,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiries, 
giving  instructions,  supervision,  and  disinfecting,  numbers  of 
houses  infected,  and  the  nature  of  closet  accommodation:- — 


OC 

M 

CD 

<D 

£ 

O 

o 

& 

Scarlet  Fever. 

i 

Enteric  Fever. 

i 

Diphtheria. 

Smallpox. 

No.  and 
Nature  of 
Cases 

removed  to 
Hospital. 

No.  of  Rooms 
Disinfected. 

Schoolrooms. 

No.  of  Visits 
paid  to  Houses. 

No.  of  Houses 
Infected. 

Witli  Water-closets. 

With  Privies. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

4  ce 

7s  g 

a  & 

n 

January  . 

4 

43 

5 

23 

4 

2 

58 

34 

1S4 

58 

7 

51 

February  . 

4 

26 

2 

6 

i 

1 

i 

63 

#  . 

161 

31 

4 

27 

March  . 

4 

24 

2 

7 

4 

1 

4 

40 

,  , 

139 

33 

3 

30 

April  . 

5 

22 

1 

4 

.  . 

48 

45 

132 

21 

3 

18 

May  . 

3 

16 

2 

3 

,  , 

1 

13 

93 

17 

5 

12 

June  . 

6 

31 

1 

5 

4 

42 

53 

216 

30 

7 

23 

July  . 

4 

23 

1 

3 

,  , 

5 

43 

155 

25 

8 

17 

August . 

5 

27 

2 

2 

.  . 

2 

1 

35 

36 

183 

25 

2 

23 

Sejffember  . 

4 

27 

8 

4 

1 

2 

1 

i 

42 

.  . 

206 

37 

10 

27 

October  . 

4 

9 

1 

6 

.  . 

,  , 

22 

.  . 

10S 

15 

4 

11 

November . 

5 

34 

7 

#  # 

3 

2 

1 

29 

.  . 

205 

41 

12 

29 

December  . 

4 

13 

4 

7 

>• 

1 

1 

32 

7 

146 

22 

•• 

22 

Total,  1903  . 

52 

295 

34 

77 

6 

24 

3 

5 

6 

642 

192S 

355 

65 

290 

Total,  1902  . 

52 

371 

37 

219 

•• 

84 

9 

45 

•• 

831 

1609 

539 

64 

476 

Total,  1901 . 

52 

176 

78 

147 

36- 

14 

35 

335 

923 

" 

No.  No.  affected.  Percentage. 

Houses  with  Water  Closets .  1000  .  65  .  6^ 

Houses  with  Privies  .  5000  .  290  .  5f 
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During  the  year  under  review  412  cases  of  infectious  disease 
have  been  dealt  with  in  this  department.  Careful  inquiry  has 
been  made  in  each  case,  with  a  view  to  tracing  its  origin  ;  in 
several  instances  the  apparent  contact  and  cause  was  found,  both 
as  regards  scarlet -fever  patients  or  members  of  same  family  having 
been  visiting  where  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature  were  being 
nursed,  patients  already  in  the  first  stages  having  been  brought 
from  other  districts  ;  and  with  regard  to  enteric,  the  patients 
having  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking  impure  water,  and  having 
contracted  the  disease  outside  the  district. 

Printed  instructions  are  left  at  the  infected  houses  how  to  deal 
with  the  cases  and  to  prevent  the  same  from  spreading  ;  in 
addition,  inspections  have  been  made  as  often  as  twice  and  three 
times  weekly  in  order  to  keep  those  in  charge  of  the  cases  up  to 
the  requisite  standard  of  carefulness.  The  result  of  this  oversight 
is  beginning  to  be  noticeable  in  the  district,  and  is  the  cause  of 
much  more  regard  being  paid  to  isolation  than  previously. 

Two  cases  of  exposure  were  reported  on  in  the  early  portion  of 
the  year,  and  the  parents  were  brought  before  you  and  duly 
reprimanded. 

The  6  cases  of  smallpox  dealt  with  occasioned  much — both  day 
and  night — work  during  the  months  of  January,  February,  and 
September,  in  superintending  and  personally  directing  the 
precautions  to  be  taken,  the  disinfecting  of  the  houses,  burning  of 
infected  material,  and  the  keeping  in  quarantine  of  the  contacts. 

Additional  inspections  have  also  been  entailed  in  keeping  under 
observation,  and  suggesting  vaccination,  to  contacts  brought  to 
our  notice  as  having  been  in  contact  in  outside  districts. 

Where  the  cases  of  enteric  are  nursed  at  their  own  homes 
sealed  receptacles  are  provided  for  the  depositing  therein  of  all 
waste  matter  from  the  patients  ;  they  are  emptied  twice  weekly 
of  their  contents,  cleaned  and  disinfected  by  the  use  of  corrosive 
sublimate,  which,  owing  to  its  deadly  nature,  requires  much  care. 

In  addition  to  the  above  precautions  taken,  carbolic  soap,  a 
dhinosol  disinfecting  , solution,  and  sanitary  chloride  of  lime  is 
supplied  to  those  in  charge  of  the  infectious  cases. 

In  three  instances  where  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  destroy  the 
infected  bedding,  new  material  was  purchased  to  replace  the  same. 

In  all  -oases  where  the  patients  are  not  removed  to  hospital  a 
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certificate  is  issued,  to  be  signed  by  the  medical  attendant,  stating 
that  the  patient  is  free  from  infection,  previous  to  the  rooms,  etc., 
at  the  houses  being  disinfected,  or  the  patients  and  members  of 
the  same  family  being  allowed  to  attend  school  again.  This  has 
necessitated  the  issuing  of  318  certificates  during  the  year. 

On  receiving  the  medical  attendant's  notification  of  an  infectious 
disease,  and  after  having  inspected  at  the  house,  notice  is  forth¬ 
with  sent  to  the  school  where  the  family  attend  of  the  patient 
attacked.  By  this  means  the  teachers  of  the  classes  affected  may 
at  once  keep  a  sharp  outlook  on  the  other  members  of  his  or  her 
class,  in  order  to  detect  if  any  other  child  shows  symptoms  or 
appears  to  be  suffering  from  a  mild  and  previously  unnoticed 
attack. 

The  whole  of  the  schools  have  been  disinfected  twice  during; 

the  year,  several  three  times  ;  those  omitted  being  left  during  the 

summer  holidays,  when  the  schoolrooms  were  being  beautified 

throughout.  A  matter  for  more  frequent  attention  is  the  cleansing 

% 

of  the  furniture  and  floors  of  the  schools. 

Another  matter  in  the  interests  of  health  I  would  draw  the 
attention  of  the  various  owners  and  agents  of  property  to,  and 
would  respectfully  request  them  to  discontinue  the  insanitary 
practice  of  re-papering  walls  or  ceilings  with  new  paper  without 
first  removing  the  old  one. 

Sanitary  chloride  of  lime  and  diarrhoea  mixture  are  kept  at 
both  Pendlebury  Town  Hall  and  Swinton  Council  Offices  for  the 
convenience  of  the  residents,  for  free  distribution,  upon  applica¬ 
tion  being  made  for  same. 

Absentees  from;  Schools. 


Scholars  were  reported  absent  from  all  the  schools  in  the  district 
on  account  of  one  or  other  of  the  following  diseases  :  Whooping 
cough,  chicken-pox,  mumps,  itch,  eczema,  measles,  ringworm, 
and  ophthalmia.  ' 

Eight  hundred  and  twenty-three  visits  were  paid  to  the  houses 
and  .schools  affected,  and  873  scholars  were  certified  for.  This  work 
was  done  to  assist  the  school  authorities  in  obtaining  the  Govern¬ 
ment  grant  which  was  allowed  for  such  absentees.  This  grant  has 
been  discontinued,  and  since  June  the  majority  of  these  absentees 


30 


have  been  dealt  with  in  the  School  Attendance  Department,  which 
prevents  much  duplicate  visiting. 


A  weekly  note  of  absentees,  away  by  instructions  given  in  the 
Health  Department,  is  now  supplied  to  the  School  Attendance 
Officer,  so  that  he  is  fully  acquainted  with  the  locality  of  the 
families,  where  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria,  etc.,  is  prevalent. 


C  LEANSING  D  EPARTM  EN  T. 


No  ofW’ks. 

No.  of 
Ashpits 
Emptied 
Monthly. 

No.  of  Ashbins 
emptied 
Monthly 
(Including 
Privy  Pails  at 
Works).  * 

Loads  Carted  to  Ti])s 
and  Surrounding 
Farms. 

Tons  of 
Offal 
Carted  to 
Agecroft. 

Dry 

Ashes. 

Privy. 

January  . 

4 

743 

1619 

536 

74 

15 

February . 

4 

921 

1729 

710 

142 

15- 

March  . 

4 

870 

1732 

705 

147 

15 

April  . 

6 

990 

2253 

797 

137 

23 

May . 

4 

884 

1931 

730 

101 

15 

June  . 

5 

839 

2437 

798 

113 

27 

July . 

4 

852 

2137 

757 

140 

18 

August  . 

5 

998 

2601 

876 

161 

24 

September  . 

4 

815 

2205 

652 

160 

20 

October  . 

4 

904 

2396 

732 

162 

20 

November  . 

5 

1044 

3109 

831 

217 

25 

December  . 

4 

834 

2486 

656 

156 

19 

Total,  1903... 

52 

10694 

26635 

8780 



1710 

236 

Total,  1902... 

10022 

15226 

7506 

1511 

206 

Cleansing  Department. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  statement,  there  has  been  an 
additional  number  of  672  ashpits  emptied  over  the  previous  year. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  ashbins  attended  to,  namelv. 

'  .  *  ' 
11.049,  over  last  year’s  total,  is  due  lareglv  to  the  increase  in  the 

substitution  of  ashbins  in  lieu  of  ashpits,  this  being  rendered 

feasible  where  water-closets  have  been  fixed  in  place  of  the  foul 

and  often  dilapidated  privies  previously  existing. 

The  above  statement  also  shows  the  total  number  of  loads  of 
refuse  removed  from  the  ashpits  and  ashbins,  etc.,  to  be  an  increase 
of  1,473  during  the  year  over  that  of  1902. 

rl  he  weight  of  dry  refuse  removed  during  1902  was  estimated  to 
be  11,259  tons  ;  for  1903  it  is  13,170  tons. 
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A  more  and  more  difficult  matter  to  be  dealt  with  each  year  is 
the  disposal  of  privy  from  the  ashpits  ;  the  means  of  disposing  of 
this  has  a  marked  effect  on  each  month’s  working.  Some  weeks, 
when  certain  portions  of  the  district  are  being  worked,  a  tip  is 
found  within  a  reasonable  distance,  entailing  half  to  three-quarters 
of  an  hour’s  carting,  but  for  the  remainder  of  the  district  it  has 
to  be  carted  such  a  distance  as  occupies  from  two  to  three  and 
three  and  a  half  houss  for  each  load  ;  this  prevents  that  headway  _ 
being  made  in  the  department  which  is  desirable. 

As  the  ashbins  become  more  universal  further  improvement  will 
be  manifest  ;  the  present  number  are  spread  over  the  whole  of 
the  district,  making  it  necessary  for  the  whole  ground  to  be  gone 
over  each  week. 


I  am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


ALBERT  BLEAKLEY 


January  23rd,  1904. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


